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The Style of speech illustrated is that of Educated Colloquial Hungarian of the 1990s as 
spoken in Budapest. Historically, Standard Hungarian is based on the Eastern dialect, 
which became a supra-dialectal high prestige variety during the eighteenth! century. The 
speech on the recording is that of a male speaker in his fifties with an academic background, 
using a somewhat advanced style of speech as spoken in a formal communicative situation. 
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pipa 


pipa 


'pipe' 
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toll 


toll 


'feather' 
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ke:p 


kep 


'picture' 
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'sunmier' 
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'word' 
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'cut' 
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'green' 
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'pocket' 


ts 


tseil 


eel 


'goal' 
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'only' 
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'hen' 


dz 
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dzeta 


'zeta' 
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'jazz' 
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'factory' 
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'horse' 
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ro 


'carve' 
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'good' 
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Consonant length is distinctive in Hungarian, cf. hal '(s)he/it is dying' vs. hall '(s)he/it 
hears' and hal *fish' vs. hall *hair. Short/long opposition extends over the whole system of 
consonants functioning in (at least a limited number of) word forms. Accordingly, the full 
system consists of short C : long C pairs at all positions of the pattern. However, these 
long consonants are commonly analyzed as clusters of identical consonants. The phonemic 
analysis underlying the present chart reflects this second view. 

Vowels 
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vis 


visz 


'carry' 
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vi;z 


viz 


'water' 
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yt 


at 


'hit' 


yi 


tyiz 


tik 


'fire' 
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wj 


'finger' 


u: 


uit 


ut 


'road' 
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ez 


ez 


'this' 


e: 


e:l 


el 


'live' 
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'kill' 
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'shoot' 





ok 


ok 


'cause' 
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toi 


to 


'lake' 
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hat 
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'six' 
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vair 


vdr 


'castle' 



The seven basic vowel qualities occur in distinctively long and short quantities. Except for 
the low pair, the short vowels are a little lower and less peripheral than their long 
counterparts and the same symbol can be used for long and short members of each pair. 
However, the short vowel corresponding to long /ai/ is higher and backer than its long 
counterpart. To show its departure from the usual pattern it is transcribed as [a]; in fact, this 
vowel has some rounding and might be transcribed [d]. As for the [e:/e] pair, mid front 
unrounded long [ei] is considerably higher and more peripheral than its lower mid front 
unrounded short counterpart [e]. 

In addition to the seven basic vowel pairs three additional length/quality combiinations, 
shown below, are phonemically distinctive in a limited number of minimal pairs only, for 
example /a:/ A 'the letter A' as opposed to /a/ a (definite article). The marginal exisitence of 
both a long I a: I and a short /a/ in the sound pattern of Hungarian provide further reason for 
transcribing /a/ and /ai/ differently. The third marginal vowel, here written /ei/ is siimilar to 
a lengthened version of the short vowel Id. 



106 Handbook of the IPA 



(ei) ei 


E 


(name of the letter E) 


(a) pas: 


passz 


'no bid' (in cards) 


(a:) a: 


A 


(name of the letter A) 



Hungarian has two co-existent vowel systems, one of which does not distinguish two 
different heights among its mid front unrounded short vowels. However, a major segment 
(some 50 per cent) of the Hungarian-speaking population uses a vowel system with the 
distinction of Id and Id. In this Regional Standard version of Hungarian, orthographic 
mentek - i.e. Budapest Standard [mentek] - represents four different words: [mentek] 'go 
(2 pi., pres.)', [mentek] 'go (3 pi., past)', [mentek] 'save (1 sg., pres.)', or [mentek] 'be 
exempt from (3 pL, pres.)'. 

Stress 

Word-level stress is nondistinctive, and is fixed on the first syllable of the morpheme. 

Conventions 

/p, t, k/ are unaspirated, /b, d, g/ are fully voiced, /t, d, n, 1, r/ are laminal dental, /s, z, ts, 
dz/ are laminal dentialveolar, /J, 3/ are laminal postalveolar, /tj, ds/ are predorsal and 
postalveolar, and /tQ, d?/ are mediodorsal and palatal. In formal style Icq, jj/ are realized 
mostly as palatal stops, i.e. [c] and [j]. 

Irl is a trill, /h/ is voiced [fi] in intervocalic position, [9] in syllable-final position after 
front vowels, and [x] word-finally after back rounded vowels; word-final Ihl is often 

deleted. 

Short vowels are to some extent reduced (lax) in unstressed position; their long 
counterparts are realized as full (tense) vowels. Long vowels, especially high ones, shorten 
in unstressed syllables with a consonant in the coda. The resulting vowel can be half -long 
or as short as a short vowel. A postvocalic /n/ usually nasalizes the preceding vowel and 
deletes before a following consonant, especially a continuant. (When the following 
consonsint is a nasal, this process can be viewed as a coalescence of the two nasals.) 

Transcription of recorded passage 

.etsier az 'eisaki 'seil e^J a .nap 'vete^ketiek hojj 'mejikyk az 'er0ijebi || 'e^pi 
aira j0ti ejj 'vaidor .vajtok ,k0p0jiegbe burkolo-dzva || az .eisoki ,seil e^J a 
,nap 'jiomba^ 'megejjiestek hojj 'az les: a 'jj0istej aki 'fiamarab .raibrrja a 
.vaidort hojj levejje a 'k0p0pege't || akior az .eisoki ,se1 .eikezdet 'Jyv0lteni 
.afiotjiok 'biirt || de a .vaidor 'anial sorojabian] vota .inaga k0re' a ,k0pejit 
.minel 'er0^Jebieir) .fujt || ,iiji asta^n az .e^saki se4 .el ij 'vesitetie a .verjejit || a 
.nap meg .eikeste 'otani 'tyiz0' Jugarait .mire a .vaidor 'etsieribe 'kibujt a 
'k0p0jiiege'b0l || az .eisaki ,seil 'ke^jitele vot 'megadni hojj .bizoji a 'nap az 
,er0ijebi 
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Orthographic version 

Egyszer az eszaki szel es a nap vetelkedtek, hogy melyikuk az erSsebb. Epp arra jott egy 
vandor, vastag koponyegbe burkol6dzva. Az eszaki szel es a nap nyomban megegyeztek, 
hogy az lesz a gy6ztes, aki hamarabb rabirja a vandort, hogy levegye a koponyeget. Akkor 
az eszaki sz^l elkezdett suvolteni, ahogy csak bfrt. De a vdndor annal szorosabban vonta 
maga kore a kopenyt, minel er5sebben fujt. Igy azt^n az 6szaki sz6l el is veszitette a 
versenyt. A nap meg elkezdte ontani tuz6 sugarait, mire a vendor egyszeriben kibujt a 
koponyegebSl. Az eszaki szel kenytelen volt megadni, hogy bizony a nap az erSsebb. 
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